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As we reach the end of term one and look ahead to the exam season, it’s tempting to think of
school only in terms of subjects, deadlines, and revision schedules. But behind every lesson
we learn and every assessment we prepare for, there is something far older, far deeper, and far
more powerful shaping us: the story.

Human beings have always been storytellers. Long before classrooms, textbooks, or even
written language, people gathered around fires and shared tales to make sense of the world.
Stories helped children learn right from wrong, communities understand who they were, and
individuals find their place in something larger than themselves. Thousands of years later, not
much has changed. We may have traded the firelight for LED screens, but the human need for
stories remains the same.

Reading and storytelling are more than hobbies.
They train the mind the way exercise trains the

body. When a child reads, they don’t just learn There's always room for a

words; they learn how to imagine possibilities,

how to empathise with people who are different h

from them, how to think beyond the limits of Story t at can transport
their own experience. Neuroscientists often say

that reading is the only activity where the brain people tO anOther place-
experiences reality and imagination at the same

time. It strengthens memory, focus, emotion, JK. Rowling

and understanding. It allows us to live a

thousand lives without leaving our chair.

And this doesn’t stop in childhood. Adults need stories just as much. Whether we realise it or
not, the stories we read, hear, and tell shape the choices we make, the resilience we build,
and the beliefs we hold about what is possible. A powerful novel can shift a perspective. A
simple bedtime tale can become a lifelong memory. Even the story you tell yourself during
exams - whether you believe you’re capable or overwhelmed - affects the outcome more than
you might think.

Take a moment to reconnect with the power of reading and storytelling. Pick up a book that
inspires you. Share an experience with someone. Listen to a story that challenges the way you
think. Let stories remind you that you are constantly growing, constantly learning, and
constantly rewriting who you can become.

Stories shape us. They guide us. And if we let them, they give us the courage to write our own.




Early Years

Every day in Pre-School, the children listen to stories read by
their teachers, experiencing the power of storytelling in action.
As they enjoy these daily tales, they are introduced to rich new
vocabulary that helps grow their language skills. These new words become part of their
voices, giving them the tools, they will use to tell their own stories as they grow up.
Through daily storytelling, we are helping to build confident future storytellers.

The children love story time! They enjoy exploring the books and creating their own

stories from the pictures.

Through puppets, students discover the We Strengthen our fine motor
power of storytelling and unlock their Skills through activities like

imagination. creating art.
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In KG, the power of storytellingis part of our
\everyday learning. Each week, the children
are introduced to a new story, and their

teacher reads to them daily during story
time. Through these rich and engaging
.. tales, the children begin to understand
how stories are built, helping them
develop their own storytelling skills.
Listening to stories also introduces them to

new vocabulary, expanding their language and
imagination one story at a time.
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Reception

In Reception, our youngest learners are
taking their first steps toward becoming

- Eleanor

confident storytellers. Through playful
phonics, shared reading, and early writing
activities, they are discovering that letters
and words hold the magic to bring their

ideas to life. Every sound they learn and
every sentence they write is a building
block for the stories they will one day
create and share. By nurturing these skills
now, we are empowering them to express *

’ e’z \
their imagination and shape their own %ﬂ

narratives in the future.

In Monster Learning

Phonics — we sounds helps

learn sounds! us to read.

We love story e S 5 n\
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time!
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We like to
write about a

story -Rayan

and Sara
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This year, we have invited parents to join us at the end of every month for
our Parent Reading Club in the theatre - a special time where families share
the power of storytelling together. When parents read to their children, they
model fluent reading, introduce rich vocabulary, and help build strong
language skills in a natural, enjoyable way.
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These sessions not only support children’s learning, but also create
precious bonding moments that help strengthen the connection between
home and school. By hearing stories from the people they love most,

children discover that stories can inspire, comfort, and bring families
closer - one book at a time.



This year, we celebrated Animal Day with a special visit from live animals provided by
MiniZoo. Animals are at the heart of so many stories we read and meeting them in real
life brings those tales to life in a whole new way.

By seeing, touching, and learning about animals first-hand, children deepen their
understanding of the characters and events in their favourite stories.

Experiencing animats’
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the connection betweem



On 25th September, KS1 and EYFS will celebrate Monster Phonics Day, a
fun-filled event that shows the power of
storytelling in helping children learn to
read and write. Through the colourful
Monster Phonics characters, children
bring sounds to life, turning each
phoneme into a story they can see,
hear, and remember. By stepping into

this playful world of monsters and :
imagination, our young learners build confidence, develop their early
literacy skills, and discover that every sound has a story waiting to be told.

On 26th October, we celebrated the magic of stories with a wonderful Teddy Bear
Picnic. Children brought their favourite teddies and gathered to listen to teddy
bear tales, create their own stories, and share them with friends.
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The Year One students have been learning about story sequencing. They read
the ‘Land of Dinosaurs’. We began with retelling a story. Once they had
mastered story-telling skills, they used their skills and imagination to rewrite the
ending of the story. This strengthens their comprehension skills, creativity and
literacy. The Year One students have developed a love for stories.
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Year 2

This term, Year 2 students wrote book reports on their favourite stories,
celebrating the joy of reading and the power of
storytelling. By reflecting on the characters,
plots, and lessons in their chosen books,

the children learned to think critically
about stories and understand how

narratives are built. Writing about the
stories also helps them develop their
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This practice not only strengthens literacy skills, but also deepens their
appreciation for the magic and meaning that stories can bring. 3
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Our Year 2 students Date: Week commencing 16 November | pid T include: Newspaper Name?

LO: To write a newspaper report. Capttoc_;? Picture? Who? F:v.cthgt?
Where'

stepped into the shoes of
real reporters! Inspired by
our story of the week, The
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Tiger Who Came to Tea, the .mﬂm‘ O

children learned how to

write newspaper reports, ‘ R E A m

turning a beloved tale into ; [ . ,. ; L ,
breaking news. They i " | : MII :
discovered the key features Hﬂ;ja 4
of reporting—headlines, R\ el
facts, and quotes—while Pl aibie G TR
retelling the events of the lm-ﬁ-m’ms.l
story in an exciting, M!gﬂi’ . » . . :
journalistic style. Through mm : o

this activity, the children m-‘—l.
not only strengthened their
literacy skills but also
experienced how stories
can be shared in different

ways to inform and engage

others. By transforming a
classic narrative into news, they celebrated the power of storytelling and its
ability to connect, entertain, and inspire.
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Kinda, Khalid, Adam and Aline share their stories too!
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Alvin Zaky shares his experience when Egypt won the
world cup for the first time. He records the events
during this historic event passionately. It appears that
the goalkeeper saved the day by saving 20 goals on
that day.
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Year 5 is havmg an exciting few weeks. Learners are;
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) f Dunng thelr SC|ence transition lesson year 6 discovered the chemical

propertles Of burnlng some powders over a Bunsen burner

A“c Kleanra 6A students learned about many different types of occupatlon |
mcludmg dehtlstry, flnance retall Work and f|ref|ght|ng ' '
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ictures of our year 6B class

‘Here are some more
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Students in the SEN Department have been very busy readmg wrltlng and , l ’

'tellmgStorleS\\l\ g‘w t& / l,f
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Saoud Al Hoti, Junior Ff fil
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MEJ[le Al Deweesh, Junior Cf
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Art competitions play an i ortant role %‘{a student’s érﬁstic and personal dev'e;[opment.

Theyehcourage arnerst ove beyond their comfortzone, thinkcreatively,and translate

ideas into meaningfuly lsual expressions. By
participating, studen ain exposure to .
different styles and t mbs, learn to manage
| time and pl!an their ar Irk, and develop
£ discipline and resilienee: Competitions also
help build confidence as students present their

| work to a wider audience and receive
recognition for their effortsy Most importantly,
these experiences teach them that growth

“comes from trying, explofing, and e pressing
hemselves regard SS Of the outcome.

] studente, of Year 7-10 demon rated rema*?ble ent |
as they took partin several
petitions, including the Al-

1 ” artand design
cd)m etltlon heir par C|pat|ovt reflects no
ohly heir talent but also their lflllngnesst

erTnbrace new haller'r. s and éngage deep
|n‘thé creativ proces l



Geography ...

Exploring the United Kingdom- Year 7’s Journey Through Maps.

This term, our Year 7 geography students embarked on an engaging
learning journey—exploring the United Kingdom through the power of
maps. From the rolling hills of Scotland to the bustling streets of London,
students have been enquiring into the nations that make up the UK,
discovering their unique landscapes, cultures, and histories.

m . 3
R : Equipped with

atlases, the

classroom
resonated with
curiosity and
energy. Students
¥ worked in pairs
and small
groups, tracing
borders,
identifying major cities, and even learning fun facts about each region. The
enthusiasm was contagious, where every new discovery sparked lively
discussions and thoughtful questions. Students were especially keen to

b5 - po— ey ' =B experiences of travel to
e | [ > A 2o the UK.

One highlight of the
lesson was the creative
map activity. Each
student designed their
own annotated map of
the UK, showcasing
key features such as
rivers, mountains, and
national landmarks.
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The attention to detail was impressive, and the pride in their work was
evident. These maps will be displayed alongside photos of the students in

action, capturing their focus and excitement as they learned.

Geography is more than memorizing places; it’s about understanding how
people and environments connect. Our Year 7 learners demonstrated this
beautifully, linking physical geography to cultural identity and appreciating
the diversity within the UK. Their hard work reflects not only academic
growth but also a growing sense of global awareness.
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Life chle of the Leatherback Turtle: This®
story unfolded as an epic voyage, from fragile
eggs on sandy shores to majestic ocean

‘ Wanderers highlighting conservation

- e
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marine life

._challenges and the resilience

of

,Lobster Features Students showcased lobsters as armored Warnors
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) \of the sea, explaining adaptations like strong claws for defense and
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Year 7 students have been very busy glvrng presentatrons in Global

l
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Psychology ...‘\

IIETEEE Y
rhrs year marked the exciting

|ntroduct|on o] Psychology to ourl

T IS B SR

= school begrnnrnga new chapter of

----- meE = TR EE .
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sall about we began wrth one of .

= wm =Y I EE W amw

psychology s most powerful stories,

i the nature versus nurture debate

o Pup|ls explored how our genet|cs |

who we are and d|scovered that both

P74

' 1 Wsides often work together in fascinating

T L

ways Workmg collaboratlvely, they created posters to capture this idea, ~,_‘ T
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Later in the term, pupils turned their focus to the story of memory and
forgetting. They investigated how and why we remember certain things and
why we sometimes forget. From learning about procedural and declarative

memory to exploring processes such as encoding and retrieval, pupils
connected psychology to real life through discussion and examples. To
bring their understanding to life, they created colourful posters that
illustrated their ideas and helped strengthen key AO1 and AO2 knowledge.
These creative projects tell a story not just of memory, but of growing
confidence and enthusiasm for this new subject.
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In Sociology, pupils have been exploring the stories that shape our world
and the societies we live in. They began by learning about the key concepts
of values, norms and culture, and L= ]
how these influence the way
people live and interact. Each
group chose a culture or
community to represent through
a collage or poster, showing how
values and traditions connect
people across the globe. Their
work reflected an understanding
of what it means to be a global
citizen and how culture shapes
identity, a key part of their IGCSE
journey.

The story continued with pupils
learning why sociologists carry
out research and how different

methods are used to collect and analyse data.
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Wlin PSHE, Year 7 and Year 8 pupils have been

a | ll’ll!’lk—-‘--lu III]F;
— followmg the Brltlsh currlculum and L U
23 buﬂdmg their own storles of growth
reflectlon and understandmg Year 7.

—
. —
-

on developmg reS|l|ence balance and; .1 '(

positive habits to support their personalr 1

i development. Year 8 extended this learning
' by focusing on looking after yourselfand
I lothers, learning the value of empathy, | |
== kindness and community LI B
'I;he(se topics are ;lnrl_mportant part of‘r il ‘“.: " ]
i fpupils’ personaljourneys, helping them to
d| ouitd confidence; manage challenges and.
.,\-L 1 ~| understand the importance of Sl.JEIpOI‘tIngf :
oy | {those around them. With one PSHE lesson
=% F3ieach week pupils have had the space to reflect, discuss and express their i |
E 11} 1] ideas through a range of creative projects. The work they have produced
g ,'I‘: ‘tells a wonderful story of self- dlscovery and teamwork, and here are just a
|
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Year 8 students explored the world of

unicellular organisms by making
yoghurt. This practical
demonstrated how specific
bacteria, when added to warm
milk, respire anaerobically. We
observed that over several
hours, this process produced
lactic acid, which caused the
Lithium milk to sour and thicken into

6.941 yoghurt. This hands-on experiment
perfectly illustrated how a microscopic life
form can cause a significant and useful chemical change in its
Sodium environment.

22,990

Francium



In a fun Year 9 science practical, students applied their knowledge of states
of matter to make ice cream. By vigorously shaking a mixture of cream,
sugar, and flavouring in a bag surrounded by ice and salt, they observed a
rapid change of state from liquid to solid. The salt caused the ice to melt at
a lower temperature, drawing energy from the mixture as heat and allowing
it to freeze. This hands-on experiment deliciously demonstrated how
manipulating energy can lead to a physical change.

During a recent Year 10 chemistry lesson, students safely used Bunsen
burners to carry out the oxidation of magnesium, observing firsthand how
the silvery metal ribbon ignited in the flame with a brilliant white light to
form a white ash of magnesium oxide. dramatic reaction provided a clear
and memorable example of a rapid, exothermic chemical change, perfectly
illustrating the reaction between a metal and oxygen from the air.

Actinide
Series
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In the IGCSE Cambridge Enterprise course, pupils have been learning what
it truly means to be
enterprising, to think
creatively, take risks and
solve problems. They
explored the characteristics
that make a successful
entrepreneur, including
resilience, innovation and
decision making.

To put these qualities into
practice, Year 10 pupils took
on a teamwork challenge to
build the tallest possible
tower using only paper and
paperclips. What began as a

simple task quickly turned -
into a story of strategy,
leadership and collaboration.
Through this challenge,
pupils discovered how

creativity and perseverance lk

can turn even the smallest
resources into something impressive. The laughter and energy in the
classroom were a testament to their developing entrepreneurial spirit.
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French. ...

This term in French, we’ve been
exploring how storytelling makes
learning a new language more
fun and meaningful.

Year 9 students took partin a
speaking activity all about what

they did with their friends over
the weekend. There was lots of
laughter in the room as they
practiced their dialogues and
shared stories about shopping ,
trips, movie nights, and time spent with friends — all in French! It was

amazing to see how much confidence they’ve built when speaking and how

their personalities came through in their stories.

o Aty

.
3

i

=z 2

é >

= 4
2

=8 .
=

Wik s R

PLACHETNICI K

o5y

PRO PIRKO TUCNAKA
Fﬂ it



ek 1IV0 VESMIR

Encyldopedie mysti y‘l_ﬂ——J
=

12 Vertin] 5 s vl

bt

=
57
R
-
-

Year 10 students focused on verbs and
vocabulary, working through activities
before ending with a lively card game where
they had to guess French words using clues
in English and French. The competitive

spirit definitely kicked in, and it
was such a fun way to wrap up
the lesson while still learning.

Both groups showed that
storytelling isn’t just about

writing — it’s about sharing

experiences, expressing yourself, and bringing language to life in your own
way.
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The four pillars of the English Department at KNES are Speaking, Reading,
Writing and Listening, At Kuwait National English School, the English
curriculum is rooted in both critical thinking and story telling. This term, our
KS3 and KS4 students spent a lot of time story telling, writing, and
speaking. Below are some of the various stories, speeches, opinion-pieces
and articles written by some of our secondary students.

Procrastination by

Loulwa Bohamad

Procrastination is something we all do. Don't lie and

say you haven't done it at least once in your life. There
are many views on procrastination - some see it as good

and some see it as bad.

We procrastinate by doing anything else like watching a shows or sleeping,
but some people actually procrastinate in a good ways like doing some
cleaning, excersicng, and finishing writing their homework.

Some people actually do better in their work when they procrastinate
because the deadline is near so they have no other choice but to focus
hard on their work.

| think personally that procrastination is good IF you do it correctly, cause if
you procrastinate by just sitting, watching tv and eating, you will get
nowhere, but if you procrastinate by finishing other important tasks and

getting them done, that would actually make life so much easier.



Schools need to prepare us for
the real world — Nora Al Enezi

Schools teach us maths, science, and grammair,
but they often forget one important thing: real life

skills. Many students leave school knowing how : g

manage money and this is why schools need to include life skills in their

to solve algebra but not how to cook a meal or

syllabus.

One of the most skills is cooking. Knowing how to make a meal helps
students when they head to university or live life alone. It also teaches
them how to be independent and encourages better eating habits. Cooking
is a skill everyone needs, but most students only learn it at home - and not
all families teach it.

Another one is financial skills. Students should learn how to save money,
avoid debt, and understand things like taxes or bank accounts. These are
things adults deal with every single day and yet teenagers feel confused
about them because school seemingly doesn’t teach it.

Adding life skills to the school syllabus would help young people feel more
confident and prepared for the real world. Instead of leaving school feeling
worried or confused about adulthood, students would have the knowledge
they actually need.

My Fearless Sister — Hussain Al Qallaf

Let me tell you about my fearless and cool, daredevil
of a sister.

She is probably the greatest sister | could ask for,
and we’re really close. We travel together, go out
together, and even go to concerts together! Literally
everywhere.

My sister has long brown hair with blonde highlights, she has dark hazel
eyes, she's REALLY funny and can always force a laugh out of me whether



it's by tickling me or cracking a joke.

She's gone sky diving FOUR times and bungee jumps off piers and towers! |
love spending time with her. Although, SOMETIMES she can be a little
annoying...

Short Story: The Portal by Bader Al-
Gharabally.

One day, | woke up late for school. But | was so tired
that | slept further. When | woke up again, | saw a

portal. As | approached it, it sucked me in. lwasina
new world.

It was beautiful! | saw whales the size of islands and also
strange looking fish. They were all flying in the air. | saw two people riding on
”I

some dolphins. They came up to me and said, “look - someone new.
asked them their names and they said their names were Jack and Elly.

They were telling me about this odd place, and told me that we were going
to go on an adventure. So, we rode on dolphins, and we flew over the
whales. Also, we saw dragons! And | think | saw a cat with wings...

Then Jack and Elly took me to a floating island. The island was beautiful -
with waterfalls, lush green forests and lots of wildlife. But a storm was
brewing and it started to rain heavily, drenching us.

Jack and Elly said we needed get out of there. We took off but | slipped and
fell into a whirlpool...

| was back on my bed. | thought it was a dream ... but | was still wet.

Narrative writing by Layan Atieh in year
10.

Freya wondered why School started so early. She had

no energy to sweet-talk measly teachers. Her only




salvation was the library where new books waited for her everyday.

As soon as she entered, She glanced at the huge clock while reaching for
her current read. She had ten minutes before she would be late for
registration. A sudden sound startled her, the book had fallen to the
ground. After picking it up, Freya noticed a small note on the ground — it
wasn't there before, did it fall from the book? Freya snatched it and glanced
atit. It read: "To gain the Sceptre's knowledge before fading, Find the
charged particle."

Freya was most definitely taken aback. Was this a prank? It was very
despicable and what's that written about a Sceptre? That was when the
first bell rang and Freya remembered that she had to be at registration.
Without hesitation, she sprinted as fast as she could down the long
hallway. "Hey," barked Mr. Bex, "no running in the corridor!" "Sorry!" yelled
Freya in reply as she banged into the opening door.

Having averted this crisis, Freya could peacefully think about the note on
her way to chemistry class. From what she gathered, this was a riddle so
did she have to solve it.

She remembered something about a recently stolen Sceptre and made up
her mind to be the one to Find it. Upon her arrival to chemistry, Freya
realized that the best place to figure out charged particles is here. She
decided to focus on her lesson and look for the clue afterward.

During the lesson Freya kept glancing around the room. A poster caught her
eye because it looked a bit rumpled and had Na written on it. That was
when it clicked inside Freya’s mind. Na was the symbol for sodium. Sodium
isanion and anionis a charged particle. She buzzed with excitement.
Zoning out of lessons may just have its perks. After the lesson Freya
sprinted toward the poster and removed a section. There another note has
stuck and it said: "l am small, hard and protect the skin. Where am 1?"

Freya's mind went blank. She thought that it was to the riddles were
extremely tricky. She decided to think about this some more. The lessons
were flying by and it was break. The more time went by the more stressed
Freya got. How was She supposed to know what protects human skin.



That's when a realization hit her. The note never said humans, for all she
knows it could be talking about Fish! Then she remembered her marine
science lesson and found her answer: Scales but where would She find
Scales in the School?

A passing comment made her stop. There was a room underneath the
staircase near the art room and it seemed like the stairs protected the
room.

Freya flew all the way to the stairs and didn't stop until she had the third
note in her hand. It read: "l contain Carbon, Hydrogen and

Oxygen. What am |I?" Freya instantly knew where she had to go: the biology
room but before she could, the bell rang.

Having no time to spare, she continued her lessons and before she knew it,
it was the end of the day. Freya wasted no time going to the biology room.
There she saw a girl waiting in front of the room and Freya vaguely
remembers seeing her in front of the art room.

What's surprising is that School prefect Enyo comes out at that exact time.
Silent understanding passed between them and the girl, whose name she
remembered is Estelle, went in next. Freya wondered what would await her
and when Estelle stepped out, she took a deep breath and walked into the
unknown.

How it All Went Wrong by Tarek Safaoui in year 7.

There was a beautiful meteor shower on the way. My
close buddies and | made a MASSIVE watch party.

The entire neighborhood was in the backyard, with my
family friends watching from the balcony on the top of
the house for the better view. At approximately 8:20 the
beautiful meteors started becoming more visible by the
second.

| got the telescope my grandfather got me on my 18th birthday, and my




friends and | took turns looking through it. When it was my turn, a weird
shaped meteor caught my eye. | focused on it a bit and a little sparkly light
was catching my eye. My eye was not off it for a single second. When it hit
the ground we heard a very loud thud. We left to investigate. We saw metals
(which were not supposed to be in meteors) and glass spreaded across the
floor. | used my spare shovel to dig into the ground and a weird, gooey liquid
was slowly filling the hole | had dug. We thought it was from a natural cause
but after 40 minutes of searching we found a strange body-shaped...thing.

We called the FBI and tried not to touch anything until they arrived.

What | didn’t know was that | should not have called them. When they
arrived, they took us and everything to a lab.

They brought a DNA test and found that the gooey liquid was actually alien
blood. We later told everyone in the neighborhood but they did not believe
us until the next day on the news was an officer talking about a dead alien
body. We were confused then realised the truth... They took our credit on
finding the body!

They said that while the officer was on patrol he heard a loud thud then
went to the scene and he found it. Thankfully, my friend is a famous
influencer on social media and told our story to everyone. His fans started
protesting and after almost a week, they admitted to lying. Then we got a
share of 100,000,000 KD for the four of us. Now we own more than three
quarters of Kuwait’s businesses.

I’ll do that Tomorrow — An article by Hamad Abul in Year
9.

Procrastination: a creativity engine or is it just

wasting your time? This article dives deep into

the complex world of delaying your assignments,
as we explore the future positive benefits, we see




risks applied when things are moved until the last minute.

Now we'll dive into the world of procrastination. Have you ever known you
have an assignment but kept it for later? This article will explain it all for
you. Have you ever come back from a long day at school, restless and
remember you have an assignment due tomorrow, and you just simply say
“I'ldo it later".

Then in the middle of the night, you remember. But by then it's too late.

For many, procrastinating is a habit that stops us from driving into urgent
tasks, and then waste our time on something useless, such as doom-
scrolling. Procrastination is a hazardous force; victims perform poorly at
work and let go of medical treatment or retirement saving. Study shows
that university students that procrastinate end up with higher stress and
lower grades.

But for the other side, they believe that procrastination is a positive habit.
People think procrastination is a curse, around 20% of adults complain
about chronic procrastination, though we can only guess how higher the
percentage would be if more filled out the survey.

Procrastination is good, only if it's the right kind. Make procrastination right
by doing something helpful and productive. So, think twice before dropping
the books and opening Clash Royale or Instagram.

Narrative Writing by Sheryl Mikhail in
Year 10.

Layan and Sheryl had some clever thinking — and came
up with a beautiful example of how stories can have
an intertextual connection...

By some miracle Astris arrived at school extremely early.
She went to registration but was later allowed to go to the library. Whlle

flipping through a novel, a small paper glided to the floor. Astris picked it up

out of curiosity. It read as follows:




To gain the sceptre’s knowledge before fading, rehearse it to remember
forever.

Questions spiralled in Astris’s mind. What is it referring to as the sceptre’s
knowledge? Why does “rehearse to remember” sound so familiar? Before
she could find answers the bell rang signifying the start of period one.

“Hey! Erebus, sorry to bother you but does the phrase ‘rehearse to
remember’ ring a bell for you?” asked Astris during psychology class.
Erebus replied a bit confused “Isn’t that a process in the multi-store
model?”

That’s right, rehearsal is how information enters long term memory. The
only concern now is what does the riddle reference about rehearsal.

In search for answers, Astris lingered near a board that consisted of multi-
store model projects. She checked all of them for flaps or hidden pockets.
“What exactly are you doing out of class, Astris,” interrupted an irritated
teacher.

Astris flinched and accidentally hit the board. “Just admiring the projects,
Mr Bex,” Astris muttered nervously.

Due to her recent slip up she was given break detention. The punishment
was rather useless since it did not change what she normally does. It
seemed like Mr Bex came to the same conclusion when he dismissed her
midway through break time. As soon as she was out of sight, she read the
next message:

| am unfamiliar with the frost of blue yet | am favoured to accompany it.
Canyou find me?

Well that is a lot simpler;itis a complementary colour. Astris headed to the
stairs only to collide into a tall student with messy short black hair. They
both apologised and continued in separate directions. Astris could not help
but laugh at how similar that girl’s hair was to a pom-pom.

Unlike the previous message, she found the next one immediately. The
paper was stuffed between the orange art supplies that as the label

suggests “borrow whichever coloured median”. The new message stated:




| contain carbon dioxide, hydrogen and oxygen. Who am |?

Astris was contemplating the message when she spotted movement in the
computer room. It did not take long for Erebus’s head to peek above the
monitor; he was clearly focusing on something as shown by the
headphones that isolated him from reality.

After a while she narrowed the message’s answer to be either a
carbohydrate or a lipid. Everyone was going home except the school
prefect- Enyo. He was occupying the biology room. Eventually he left the
class “I’m sorry for making you wait.”

“It’s fine, have a nice day,” she replied. “You t00,” he replied as he walked
away.

The search was pure torture. Ms Dana always assigns projects leading to
the back of her class being the equivalent of a storage room. Luckily Ms
Dana was sort of organised, so Astris had the biomolecule projects laid out
to search the carbohydrates and lipids.

In the end Astris left with a neat card that informed her to go to the theatre
at 5:43 pm. Oddly specific but she got this far.

When the time came near, she entered the theatre. A small group of people
were there already. She recognised Erebus, Enyo and the pom-pom girl -
her name turned out to be Freya. The second the clock hit 5:43 pm, the
stage floor separated revealing a staircase going down.

Does School Prepare us for the Real World? -
Article by Jelnar Hana

The world we live in now is evolving and so are we
humans. But the education we get in school is far
inferior to the basic life skills we need. Schools now
are helping us develop academically but not socially.
Big numbers on a document mean nothing when you




lack basic social skills and schools are NOT helping. But what can we do to
change this? What aspects are our schools missing? How can we fix this?

Schools should be adding subjects such as cooking classes where
students are taught how to make foods that are essential. Nowadays
children are so used to growing up with everything done for them, by relying
on their guardians without a clue on how to do it themselves. These
children are growing into adults without the ability to take care of their own
needs and so if the environment around them isn’t teaching them, then
schools should. Three lessons a week would be more than enough for
children to learns more about the nutrition they need and how to make it.

Research says over 40% of people who can drive and are licensed don’t
know how to change a tyre or fill up their engine, isn’t that highly
concerning? Yes people may argue that they’re one phone call away from
getting in reach with a mechanic but what if you’re lost in the middle of
nowhere, not a single person in sight and you don’t have signal?
Possibilities can vary but nothings impossible. Schools should start a
foundation to teach children about such mechanisms and more about cars
and driving so once the time comes, it is less of a struggle for people to
know about changing a tyre.

Schools teach us so much yet so little. Students all over the worlds struggle
with decision making and finding balance. If schools applied lessons that
show learners how to manage time, deal with stress and make choices
without panic and doubts, it would help a LOT. Learning such skills prepare
people for the real world, because life outside school isn’t the same. You’re
not dealing with mathematical equations, but with real life people.

In the end, education should shape us into independent individuals with
capability and not just test-takers, little changes make big development.
Basic skills such as cooking, driving and decision making are skills we ALL
need, and schools should take this into recognition. Because after all,
learning really is endless.



Why you should use your phone

less — A speech by Tolence
Tinotenda inyear 7.

Phones are fun, helpful, and a big part of everyday life
- but sometimes, they can cause more trouble than we
realise.

| personally use my phone to talk with my friends, plan events, and decide
where | want to go over weekends. It helps us stay connected, and it makes
organising things much easier. But phones aren’t just for chatting. There are
many other uses, and some of them can lead to problems -especially on
social media.

Social media may seem like all fun and games, but it can also be a
dangerous place. People can lie, deceive, and even try to manipulate you
into doing things you don’t want to do. You can get hurt or bullied, even by
people you thought you could trust.

| spend about six or seven hours a day on my phone, mostly calling friends
and playing games. It’s enjoyable, but even | know that too much time
online can have downsides.

Phones aren’t simply “good” or “bad.” They can be helpful, harmful, or
somewhere in between. There are pros and cons to using them, but in my
opinion, phones aren’t always balanced. Sometimes it feels like the
negatives outweigh the positives.

Still, | continue to use my phone - just more carefully. | try to stay aware,
stay smart, and understand what I’m doing, instead of letting my phone
control me.



To end the term with a gracious introduction to the Winter season, our EYFS
and KS2 students blessed us with the Shakespear Rocks and Sound of
Winter concerts. See more pictures on our Instagram page!
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Thank you

As we bring this term to a close, | would like to take a moment to reflect on
what has truly made it special. Our theme, “The Power of Storytelling,” has
run through every corner of the school—from classrooms and assemblies

to performances, conversations, and shared moments. it has reminded us

that stories are more than words; they are the threads that connect us,
teach us, inspire us, and help us understand one another.

To our parents, thank you for your ongoing support, trust, and partnership.
Your presence in your children’s educational journey is invaluable, and the
encouragement you provide at home helps shape the confidence and
curiosity we see in them each day. We are grateful to walk this path with
you.

To our students, you continue to be the heart of our school. Your creativity,
your enthusiasm, and your willingness to learn have filled this term with
colour and energy. Whether through writing, speaking, performing, or
simply sharing moments with friends, you have embraced the spirit of
storytelling in all its forms. Every one of you carries a unique voice, and
watching you express it has been a privilege.

As we move into the winter break, | encourage everyone to keep the
essence of storytelling alive. And remember: each student’s schooling
journey with us is a story in itself—unique, evolving, and deeply personal.
We are honoured to be part of the chapters they are writing, and we look
forward to helping them shape many more.

Wishing all our families a safe, peaceful, and restorative festive season.
May the break bring you warmth, rest, and time with the people who matter
most. We look forward to welcoming everyone back on January 4th, ready
to begin the next chapter and create even more magic together.
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